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into the colloquial, as in the statement that a governmentally-sponsored a vertisement on the 
“. . Chlamydomonas clones are immortal and dangers of contracting AIDS. If ‘having sex’ is not 
resort to sex only when deprived of nitrogen...“, 
this is likely to upset the Lord Chancellor of 
only ‘vulgar’ but ‘. . .illiterate. ..’ in respect of 
England more than the average reader of ‘The Cell 
practices between homosexuals, it is presumably 
in Contact’ (in July 1986, Lord Hailsham com- 
gibberish when applied to Chlamydomonas.. .). 
plained about the use of the phrase ‘having sex’ in C.A. Pasternak 
A Multiplicity of Macrophages 
Biochemistry of Macrophages, CIBA Foundation Symposium 118 
Pitman; London, 1986 
ix + 256 pages. f27.95 
and 
Mononuclear Phagocytes; Physiology and Pathology 
Edited by R.T. Dean and W. Jessup 
Elsevier; Amsterdam, 1985 
ix + 426 pages. $114 (f75 approx.) 
These two complementary books give a reasonably 
up-to-date account of current research themes on 
the cell biology and biochemistry of 
‘macrophages’, more properly called 
‘mononuclear phagocytes’. The second book, 
number eleven in the series ‘Research Monographs 
in Cell and Tissue Physiology’, gives valuable 
reviews of intracellular events during 
phagocytosis, macrophage surface receptors, syn- 
thesis of thromboplastin, plasminogen activator, 
coagulation components and complement com- 
ponents, release of proteases and free radicals, the 
control of macrophage action by interferons, hor- 
mones and lipoproteins, and the tumouricidal ac- 
tivity of macrophages. The book is well presented 
and most articles are written in an easily- 
comprehensible style. However, a price of approx- 
imately 17 pence per page will certainly deter in- 
dividual purchase of the volume. 
The CIBA Foundation book reports the pro- 
ceedings of a symposium on the biochemistry of 
macrophages, held in April 1985. The coverage of 
the field is less comprehensive than in the former 
book, as may be seen from the concluding remarks 
by Cohn. However, the valuable feature of the 
book, as with all CIBA Foundation symposia, is 
the presentation of the discussion that took place. 
These carefully-edited iscussions certainly help to 
get differing experimental results into some kind of 
perspective. 
Both these books are worth reading by anyone 
interested in mononuclear phagocytes. 
B. Halliwell 
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